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ADVERTISEMENT. 

[• ^| "'HE world, I believe, will take fo little no^ 
JL tice of me j that I need not take much of it. 
The criticks may fee by this poem, that I walk 
on foot, which probably may fave me from their 
envy. I fhould be forry to raife that pafflon in 
men whom I am fo much obliged to, Jince ' they 

\ allowed me an honour hitherto only fbewn to bet* 
ter writers : That of denying me to be the author 
of my own works. 

>. * 

Gentlemen, if there be any thing in this poem 
good enough to difpleafe you y and if it be any ad- 
vantage to you to afcribe it to fome perfon of 
greater merits I jhall acquaint you, for your com-' 
|\ fort, that among many other obligations, I owe 
fever al hints of it to "Dr. Swift.. And if you will 
fo far continue your favour as to write againfi it, 
I beg you to oblige me in accepting the following 
motto. 

• -Non tu, in Ttiviis, incfo&e, folebas 
Stridenti, rniferuiu, ftipula, difperdere carmen ? 
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BOOK I. 



Of the Implements for walking the Streets, and 
Signs of the Weather. 






IHrough winter ftrcets to ftccr your courfc 
aright, 
How to walk clean by day, and fafc by 
night, 
How joftling crouds with prudence to decline, 
When to affert the wall, and when refign, 
I iing : Thou, Trivia, Goddefs, aid my fong, 5 
Thro' fpacious ftrects conduft thy bard along* 

A 3 B y 
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By thee tranfported, I fecurely ftray 
Where winding alleys lead the doubtful way, 
The filent court and op ning fquare explore, 
And long perplexing lanes, untrod before. . 10 
To pave thy realm, and fmooththe.broken ways, 
Earth from her womb a flinty tribute pays ; ~' 
For thee, the fturdy paver thumps the ground, 
WJiilft evryftroke his lab ring4ungs refcund; % 
For thee the ftavinger bids kennels glide 15 

\Kithin their bounds, and heaps of dirtfub&te. 
My youthful bofom burns With thirft of fame, 
From the great theme to build a glorious name, 
To tread in paths to ancient bards unknown, 
And bind my temples with a Civic crown 1 20 

But more, fliy country's ioye demands the lays, , 
My country's be the profit, mine the praife. ' 
4 When the black youth at chofen ftands rejoice, 
And clean your Jhoes refounds from ev'ry voice 5 
When late their nliry fides ftage-coaches fhow, 25 



And their ftifF horfes through the town move fldw 



£>* 



When all the Mall in leafy ruin lies, 
And damfels firft renew their oyfter cries : 



i 



Then 
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Then lw the prudent walked fhoes provide, 
Not of the Spanijb or Morocco hide 5 jo 

The wooden heel may rarfe the dancer's boi)nd, 
And with thf fcallc^'d^^ftep be crowned : 
Let firm, weU-hammer'4 ifolesproted thy feet 
Thro' freezing fnows;, and rains, and foaking fleet. 
Should tlw big lafte cxteiai the fhqe too wide, 3 5 
Each ftone wiil wrench th' tlrt waty ftep afide : 
The fudden turn mayftretefcLtte fwelling vein, 
Thy cracking joint nnhingei or ankle Q>rain * 
And wh^iS too ifeort tlje. modifl* fhoes are worn, 
You'll. ju4ge,the feafops by your fhooting corn, 40 

Npt Should it prove thy lefs important care, 
To chuTea proper coat for winter's wear. 
Now in thy trunk thy TXoify habit fold, 
The ftlkpn drugget ill can fence the cold > 
The frieze's fpohgy nap is foak'd with rain, 45 

And fhoW'tfs foon drench the camlet's cockled grain. 
True * Witney broad-cloth with its fliag unfhorn, 
Unpierc'd is in the lafting tempeft worn : \ 

* A T<yum in Oxfordfhire. 

A 4 Bo 



Be this thc-hbffe-man's fence j for Who Wfttftoear*' 
Amid the town,' rhefpoHsof Ruffia'*\xxtV 50 
Within the Requetdure^M.^ thy hands are pent, 
JIands, *hat<ftretch'd fbrth,invading harms prevent. 
Ixt the loopy Bdvaroy the :fbp embrace, • <■ • ; 
Or his deep cloke befpatter'd o'er with lace. - 
That garment beft the-winter's rage defends,* f ' 5 "$■ 
Which- frcttn the fltouldeis full and low depends j ^ 
By * various names in vartous counties krrowh>'. ' 'V 

* 

Yet heldih blithe tttttSurUut alone; .; .'.-:■. 
Be thine of Kerfey firm, tho'fmall the coft; ' • ' <' 
Then brave tmwet the raiij; uijchill'd thfe frdft. tfb 

If the ftpong cane fupport thy walking hand, 
Chairmen no longer fhall the wall command * 
Evn fturdy caipr-men fhallthy nodobeyr 
And rattling coaches ftbp to make thee way : 
This {h^lldireft thy cautious tread aright, 6$ 

Though not one glaring lamp enliven night. 
Let beaus their canes with amber tipt produce, 
Be theirs for empty fhow, but thine for ufe. 

* A Jofeph, * Wra^Rafcal^ &e. 

In 
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In gilded chariots : whilc they loll at cafe, 

And lazily infure a life's difeafe $ : * * 70 

While fofter chairs the tawdry load convey - 

To Court, to * Whites, Affemblies, or the Play * 

Rofy-complexioniJ health thy ftef>s attends, 

Ancjexerciifethylaiftrhg youth defends, ' • - • - 

Irtiprudent men heavns choiceft gifts profane. 75 

Thus fome beneath their 'arm fupport the cane % 

The dirty point oft checks the carelefs pace, 

And miryfpots thy ctean cravat difgrace: ' 

O ! iftay- 1 never fueh misfortune meet, 

May nofuch vicious walkers croud the ftreet, 80 

May Providence o er-fliade me with her wings, 

While the bold Mufe experiene'd dangers lings. - 

Not that I-wandcr from my native home, 
And (tempting perils) foreign cities roam. 
Let Tar is be the theme of Gallia s mufe, 3 $ 

Where flavrjr treads the ftreet in wooden flioes j 
Nor do I rove in Bdgids frozen clime, 
And teach the clumzy boor to skate in rhyme, 

* White's ChocolaterHoufe in St. JamesV Street. 

/ Where, 



Where, if the wanner clouds in rain: defcend, 

No miry ways induftrious fteps offend, 96 

The rufhing flood from floping pavements pours, ; 

And blackensthe canals with dirty fhow'rs. 

Let others Naples' finopther ftreets rehearfe, 

And with proud Roman ftruftures grace their verfe, 

Where frequent murders wake the night withgfpans, 

And Mood in purple torrents dyes the ftones i 96 

Nor fhall the Mtife thro' narrow Venice ftray, 

Where Gondolas their painted oars diiplay. 

O happy ftreets, to rumbling wheels unknown, 

No carts, no coaches fluke the floating town ! 100 

Thus wasof old Britannia's city Mefs'd, 

Eer pride and luxury her fons poffefs'd : 

Coaches and chariots yet unfaftiion'd lay, 

Nor late- invented chairs perplex'd the way : 

Then the proud lady trip'd along the town, 105T 

And.tuck'd up petticoats fecur'd her gown, 

Her rofy cheek with diftant vifits glow'd, • 

And exercife unartful charms beftow'd, > 

Butfince in braided gold her foot is bound, 

And a long trailing manteau fweeps the ground, 1 1 o 

2 Her 
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Her (hoc difdains the ftreet ; the lazy fair 

With narrow ftcp affe&s a limping »ir. 

Now gaudy pr idecorrupts the lavtih age, 

And the ftretts flame With glaring equipage 5 

The tricking gamier infolentiy rides, 1 1 f 

With Loves and Graces on his chariot's fides s 

In faucy ftate the griping broker iits^ 

And laughs at lK>ncfty, and trudging wks : 

For you, O hoheft men, thefe ufeful lays 

The Mufe prepates y I leek no other praife. 1 20 

When fleep is firft difturb'd by rooming cries i m 

From fure progmofticks learn to kaow the skies, 

Left you of rh^urtis afad coughs at night complain $ 

Surpriz'd in dreary fogs, or driving rain. 

Wheniuffocating mifts obfeure the morn, iff' 

Let thy worft wig, lohgus'd toftorms, be worn* ' 

Or like the powder'd footman, With due care 

Beneath the flapping hat fccute thy hair. 

Be thou, for ev'ry feafon, juftlydreft, 

Nor. brave the piercing froft with open breaft 5 1 ja 

And when the burfting clouds a deluge pour, 

Let thy Surtout defend the drenching fhow'r. 

The 
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The changing weather certain figns reveal. 
E'er winter (beds her fnow, or frofts congeal, 
You'll fee the coals in brighter flames afpire, 135 
And fulphur tinge with blue the rifing fire : 
iTour tender fhins the fcorchirig heat decline, 
And at the dearth of coals the poor repine 5 - 

Before her kitchen hearth, the nodding dame 
In flannel mantle wrapt, enjoys the flame ; 146 
Hov 'ring, upon her feeble knees fhe bends, 
And all around the grateful warmth afcends. 

Nor do iefs cectain iigns the town advife, 
Of milder weather, and ferener skies. 
The ladies gayly drefs'd, the Mall adorn 
With various dyes, and paint the furlny morn 5 1 45 
The wanton fawns with frisking pleafure range, . | 

And chirping fparrows greet the welcome change : i 

1 

* Not that their minds with greater skill are fraught, ^ 
Endu d by inftinft, or by reafon taught, 150 j 

The feafons operate on ev'ry breaft 3 1 

'Tis hence that fawns are brisk, and ladies drcftv ' 

k j 

* Haud equidem credo quia 'fit divinitus tllis> 
Jngenium^ aut rerum fato frudentia major. Virg. Georg, 1. 

When I 
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When on his box the nodding coachman {notes. 
And dreams of fancy'd fares * when tavern doors 
The chairmen idly croud ; then ne'er rcfufc 155 
Totruftthy bufy fteps in thinner (hoes. 

But when the fwinging figns your ears offend 
With creating noifc, then rainy floods impend ; 
Soon (hall the kennels fwell with rapid ftrcams, 
And rufh in muddy torrents to the Thames. 1 60 
The fcookfelkr, whole {hop's an open fquare, 
Fofefces the tempeft, and with early care 
Of learning ftrips the rails 5 the rowing crew 
To tempt a fare, clothe all their tilts in blue : 
On holler's poles depending ftockings ty'd 1 6$ 

Flag with the flacken'd gale from fide to fides 
Church monuments foretell the changing air 5 • 
Then Niebe diflblves into a tear 
And fweats with fecret grief 3 you 11 hear the founds 
Of whittling winds, e er kennels break their bounds; 
Ungrateful odours common fewers diffufe, 171 
A«ad dropping vaults <ftftillunwhoicfbm dews 
3Tcr die tales cattle with the fmoaking Iho w% 
Attd^onts <aa heedleis men iheir torrents poun 
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% All fupcrftition from thy breaft repel. 17$ 

Lef cred'lous boys, and prattling nurfes tell, 

How, if the feftival of Taut be, deaf, 

Plenty from lib'ral horn fhall ftrow the year 5 

When the dark skies diflblve infnow or rain, 

The lab'ring hind fh^ll yoke the fteer in vain 5 lio 

But if the threaltning winds in tempefts roar, 

Then war (hall- bathe her waftefui fword in gore/ 

How, if on Swithin's£ea£t the welkin lours, 

And ev'ry penthoufe flxeams with hafty ftiow'rs. 

Twice twenty day slhall clouds their fleeces drain, 185 

And wafh the pavement with inceflant rain. 

Let not filch- vulgar tales debafe thy mind 5 

Nor Taul nor Switkm rule the clouds and wind. 

If you the precepts of the Mufe defpife, 

And flight the faithful warning of the, skies, . ,i$jo 

Others you 11 fee, when all the town's afloat, 

Wrapt in th' embraces of a kerfey coat, 

Or double-button'd frieze i their guarded feet s 

Defy the muddy dangers of the ftreet, . . .. 

While you, with hat unloop'd, the fury dread • tj'51 

Of fpouts high-.ftreaming, and with cautiQus.trcadi • - 

Shun 



B.J. TRiriA {is 

Shun ev'ry dafhing pool 5 or idly flop, 

To feek the kind prote&ion of a fhop. 

But bus'nefs fummons * now with hafty feud 

You )oftlc for the wall 5 the fpatter'd mud 200 

Hides all thy hofe behind 5 in vain you fcour, . 

Thy wig alas! uncurl'd, admits the fljpw'r. 

So fierce Alexias fhaky trefles fell, 

When Orpheus charm'd the rig>QUs pow'rs of hell, 

Or thus hung Glaucus* beard, with briny dew 265 

Clotted and ftrait, when firft his.am'rous view 

Surpriz'd the bathing fair; the frighted maid 

Now ftands a rock, transform'd by Circes aid. 

Good houfewiyes all the winter's rage defpife, 

Defended by the riding-hood's difguife : 210 

Or underneath th' umbrella's oily fhed, 

Safe thro' the wet, on clinging pattens tread, ' " '■ 

Let Terjian dames th' umbrella's ribs difplay, 

To guard their beauties from the. funny ray ; • • 

Oj: fweating flaves fupport the fhadyjoad, 215 

When eaftern mqnarchs fhow their itate abroad $ 

Britain in winter only knows its aid,, • : 

To guard from chilly fliow'rs the walking maid. 
' .- But, A 
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But, O! forget not, Mufe, the patten's praife,' 
That Female implement fhali grace thy lays 5 220 
Say from what art divine th' invention tame, 
And from its origine deduce the name. 

Where Lincoln wide extends her fenny foil/ 
A goodly yejjnran liv'd, grown ^hite with toil 5 
Que only daughter blefs'd his nuptial bed, ' 225 
Who from her infaiit hand the poultry fed : ' ' 
Martha, (her careful mother's name)' fhe bore, 
Bat naw her careful mother was no more. : 
Whilft on her father s knee the damfel play'd, * 
2*atfy he fondly call'd the fmiling maid 5 2 3 o 

A& years encreas'd, her ruddf beauty grew, - 

And ^titty's fame o'er all the village flew. 

Soon as the gray^ey'd.mornirig ftreaks' the skies, 

And in'the doubtful day thewoodcock flies", '- " ' ' 

Her cleanly pail the pretty hbufewife bears, 4 * : '235 

And fipging, to the dift&rit field repairs : 

An|d when theiplains with evening dews arefpread, ' 

The milky burthen imokes upon her head. 

Bfccp, thro' a ? xniry lane fhe picked licr way,*--* * 

Above her ankicrofe the chalky -clay* i 240 

Vulcan: 



I* 
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VKkdh bfchaiice the bloomy niaiden fpies, 
With itfftbce&be and beauty in her eyes, ' -\ 

He faw, he lov'd 5 for yet he ne'er had known 
Sweet- inhotence and bsauty meet in one. 
Ah Mtikiber ! retalithy nuptial vows, - ;: 24^ 
Think on the graces of thy Taphian fpoufc/ 
Think how heir eyes dirt inexhaufted charms,^ 
"Arid cah'ftthoukave her bed for Tatty's arms? 

The Lemnian £ow'r forfakes the realms above,' 
His bofom glowing with terreftrial love : t 253 
Tar in the lane a lonely hut he found, 
No tenant ventut'd on th' unwholefome grounds 
Mere fmokes his forge, he bares his fine wy arm* 
And early ftrokes the founding anvil, war jri 5 
Around his'lhop the fteely fparkles flew; . ij j- 
As for the fteed he fhap'd the bending flloe J 
2. When blue-ey'd Tatty neat his window came.' 
His anvil refts, his forge forgets to flame. . 
To hear his foothing tales fhe feigns delays j 
What woman can rcfifl: the force of praife 1 i 6q 

At firft (he coyly ev'ry kifs withftood, 

And aH her cheek was flufh'd with modeft blood : 

B WUH 



With hcadleG; nails he now rurrouiKlshet (hoes, 
To fave her ftcps from rains and piercing dew* j : 
She Uk'd his foothing tales, his prefents wore, 26s 
And granted kiffes, but would grant no more. 
Yet winter chill'd her feet, with cold fhe ptacs» 
And on her cheek the fading rofe declines } , ; 
No more her humid eyes their luftre boaft, 
And in hoane (bunds her melting voice i? loft. 270 

This Vulcan faw, and in his heavenly thought* 
A new machine mechanick fancy wrought, 
Above the mire her fhelter'd fteps to raife, 
And bear her fafely thro' the wintry ways. 
Strait the new engine on his anvil glows, 275 

And the pale virgin on the patten rofe. 
No more her lungs are ftiook with dropping rheums, 
And on her cheek reviving beauty blooms. 
The God obtain'd his fuit 5 tho' flatt'ry faiT, 
Prcfents with female virtue muft prevail. % 8© 

The patten now fupports each frugal dame. 
Which from the blue-ey'd Tatty takes the name. 



TRIVIA. 



\ 



{ 19 ) 




T R I V I A 



book n. 

I - — - - ' - -— -— 

Of walking the Streets by $)aj. 

TH U S far the Mufe has tr ac'd in ufef ul lays, 
The proper implements for wintry ways i 
Has taught the walker, with judicious eyes, 
To read the various warnings of the skies. 
Now venture, Mufe, from home, to range the town, 5 
And for thepublick fafety rifque thy, own. 

For eafe and for difpatch the morning's beft j 
. No tides of paffengemhe ftreet moieft. 
You'll fee a draggled damfel, here and there, 
From Bijtingfgate her fifty traffick bear ; 1 

On doors the fallow milk-maid chalks her gains > 
Ah ! how unlike the milk-maid of the plains ! 
Before proud gates attending afles bray, i - 

Or arrogate with (blemn pace the way $ 

B 2 Thefc 
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Theft grave phyficiaro^tbtheir milky chcar 15 

The love-fick maid and dwindling beau repair % 

Here rows of drummers ftaftd in martial file, 

And with their vellom thunder' (hake the pile, 

Te^reet the.new-.made bride* Are founds l;k?Jtheft 

The proper prelude to a ftate 6f peace ? 20 

Now induftfy awakes her bufy fons, 

Full charg'd with news the breathlefs hawker runs : 

Shops open, coaches roll, carts fhake the ground, 

And all the ffireets with faffing xries refoutfd. 

If cloth'd in black you tread the bufy town, 2 5 

Or if diftinguifh'd by the rcv'rcnd gown, 

Three trades avoid 5 oft in the mingling prefs 

The barbels apron foils the fable drefsr * 

Shun the perfumer's touch with cautious eye, 

Nor let the baker's ftcp advance too nigh. 30 

Ye walkers too that youthful colours wear, 

Three fullying trades avoid with equal care 5 

The little chimney-fweepcr skulks along^ 

And marks with fpoty ftains the heedlefs throng 5 

When fmall-coal murmurs in the hoarfer throat, 3 5 

From fmutty dangers guard thy threaten'd coat : , 

* - Th* 
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The duft-man's cart offends thy clothes and eyes, 

When thro' the ftreet a cloud of afties flies 5 

But whether black or lighter dyes are worn, 

The chandler's basket^ on his fhoulder born, 40 

With tallow fpots thy coat; refign the way, 

To fhun the furly butcher's greafy tray, 

Butchers, whofe hands arc dyM with blood's foul ftain, 

Arid always forcmoft in the hangman's train. 

Let due civilities be ftriftly paid. 45 

The wall furrender to the hooded maid 5 

Nor let thy fturdy elbow's hafty rage 

Joftle the feeble fteps of trembling age : 

And when the porter bends beneath his load, 

And pants for breath 5 clear thou the crouded road. 5 

But, above all, the groping blind dkett, 

And from the prefling throng the lame proteft, 

You'll fometimes meet a fop, of niceft tread, 

Whofe mantling peruke veils his empty head, 

At ev*ry ftep he dreads the wall to lofe, 55 

And rifques, to fave a coach, his red-heel'd (hoes j 

Him, like the miller, pafs with caution by, 

Left from his fhoulder clouds of powder fly. 

B j But 
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But when the bully, with: afluming pace, 

Cocks his broad hat, edg'd round with tarnlfh'd lacc> 

^icld not the way s defy his ftrutting pride, 61 

And thruft him to the muddy kennel's fide $ 

He never turns again, nor dares oppofe, 

But mutters coward curfes as he goes. 

If drawn by bus'nefs to a ftrcet unknown, <St 

Let the fworn porter point thee thro* the town $ 

Be fure obferve the ftgns, for ilgns remain, 

Like faithful land-marks to the walking train* 

Seek not from prentices to, learn the way, 

Thofe fabling boys will turn thy fteps aftray j 79 

Ask the grave tradefman to dired thee right, 

He ne'er deceives, but when he profits by't. 

Where fam'd St. Giles's antient limits fprcad, 

An inrail'd column rears it? lofty head,; 

Here to fev'n ftreets fev'n dials count the day, 7 1 

And from each other catch the circling ray. 

Here oft the peafant, with enquiring face, 

iJewilder'd, trudges on from place to place % 

He dwells on ev ry %n with ftupid gaze, 

Enters the narrow alley's doubtful maze, *o 

Tries 
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Tries ev*ry winding court and ftrcct in vain, 
And doubles o'er his weary fteps again. 
Thus hardy Thefeus with intrepid feet, 
Travcrs'd the dang'rous labyrinth of Crete i 
j) But ftill the wandring pafles fore'd his ftay, $ 5 

Till Ariadne's clue unwinds the way. 

But do not thou, like that bold chief, confide 

f ... 

Thy ventrous footfteps to a female guide 5 
Shell le*d thee with delufive fmiies along, 

\ Dive in thy fob, and drop thee in the throng. 90 
When waggifh boys the ftunted befom ply 
To rid the flabby pavement 5 pafs not by 
E'er thou haft held their hands j fbme heedlefs flirt 
Will over-fpread thy calves with fpatt'ring dirt. 
Where porters hogflieads roll from carts aflope, 95 

*] Or brewers down fteep cellars ftretch the rope, 

Where counted billets are by carmen toft, 

Stay thy rafti ftep, and walk without the pofk 

What thp' the gathering mire thy feet befmear, 

The voice of induftry is always near. 100 

Hark! the boy calls thee to hisdeftin'dftand, 

And the (hoe Ihines beneath his oily hand. 

JJ 4 Here 
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Here let.tfie Muife, fatigu'd amid the throng. 
Adorn her precepts with digreflive fong 5 
Of fhirtlefs youths the fecret rife to trace, 10 J 

And fhow the parent of the fable race. 

Like rriortal man, great Jove (grown fond of 
change) 
Of old was wont this nether world to range 
To feek amours 5 the vice the monarch lov'd, 
Soon thro' the wide etherial coujt improv'd, 1 10 
And ev'n the proudeft Gpddeft now and then 
Would lodge a night an^ong the fons of men 5 
To vulgar Deities defends the fafliion. 
Each, like her betters, had her earthly paffion. 
Then * Cloacina ( Goddefs of the tide 115 

Whofe fable ftreams beneath the city glide) 
Indulg'd the modifh flame $ the town fhe rov'd, 
A mortal fcavenger fhe faw, fhe lov'd $ 
The muddy fpots that dry'd upon his facs. 
Like female patches, heighten'd ev'ry grace : 1 29 

* Cloacina was a Goddefs whofe image Tatius (a King of the Sa- 

bines) found in the. common fewer^ and not knowing -what Goddefs 

it was, he called it Cloacina, from the place in which it was founa\ 

and f aid t0 it divine honours. La6fcant 1. 20. Miftuc. FcL Oft. 

• P. 232. , 

■ • • She 



Shegaz'djihefigh'd. For love can beauties fpy 
InVhatfeems faults to ev*ry common eye. 

Now had the watchman walkU his fecond round * 
When Cloacim hears the rumbling found 
Of her brown lover's cart, for well flic knows; izj 
That pleaftng thunder : fwift the Goddcfs rofe, • 
And thrtf the ftreets purfu'd the diftant noifq, 
Her bofom panting with expefted joys, 
With the night-wandring harlot's airs fhepaft, 
Brufh'd near his fide, and wanton glances caft j 130 
In the black form of cinder-wench flic came, 
When love, the hour, the place had banifh'd fliame j 
To the dark alley, arm in arm they move : 
P may no link-boy interrupt their love ! 

When the pale moon had nkie times fill'd her fpacc, 
The pregnant Goddcfs (cautious of difgrace) 13* 
Defcends to earth j but fought no midwife's aid, 
Nor midft her anguifli to Lucina pray'd ; 
No cheerful goffip wifli'd the mother joy, 
Alone, beneath a bulk, fhedropt the boy. 140 
The child, thro' various rifques, in years improv*d, 

At firft a beggar's brat, companion mov'd $ 

His 



His Infant tongue {ban learnt the canting art. 
Knew all the pray'w and whines to touch the heart* 

Oh happy undWn'd youths, your limbs can hear 
The fcorching dog-ftar, and the winter's air, i +<5 
While the rich infant, nurs'd with care and pain, , 
Thiffts With each heat, and coughs with ev'ry rain} 

The Goddefs long had mark'd the child's diftre£s, 

And long had fought his fuffrings to redrefs j 1 5 Q 

She prays the Gods to take the fondling's part, 

To teach his hands fomc beneficial art 

PracWd in ftrcets j the Gods her fuit ailow'd, 

And made him ufeful to the walking croud, 

To cleanfe the miry feet, and o'er the fhoe x 55 

With nimble skill the glofly black renew. 

Each pow"r contributes to relieve the poor : 

With the ftrong briftks of the mighty boar 

'Diana forms his brufli $ the God of day 

A tripod gives, amid the crouded way 1 60 

To raife the dirty foot, and eafe his toil 5 

Kind Neptune fills his vafe with fetid oil 

Prcft from th' enormous whale j The God of fire, 

from whofe dominions fmoaky clouds afpire, 

2 Among 
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Among thefe gen'rous prefents joins his part, 1 6$ 

And aids with foot the new japanning art : 

Pleas'd flic receives the gifts j (he downward glid^; 

lights in Fk?t-dftch, and fhoots beneath the tides; 

Now dawns the morn, the fturdy lad awajke^ : 

Leaps from his ftall, his tangled hair he {hakes, 1 70 

Then leaning o'er the rails, he mufing flood, 

Ahd view'd below the black canal of mud, 

Where common fewers a lulling murmur keep, 

Whpfe torrents rulh from Holboriis fatal fteep : 

Penfive thro' idlenefs, tears flow'd apace, 175 

Which eas'd his loaded heart, and wafh'd his face 5 

At length he fighing cry'd \ That boy was bleft, 

Whofe infant lijfis have drain'd a mother's bread 5 

But happier far are thofe, (if fuch be known) 

Whom both a father and a mother own : 180 

But I, alas ! hard fortune's utmoft fcorn, 

Who ne'er knew parent, was an orphan born ! - 

Some boys are rich by birth beyond ail wants, 

Belov'd by uncles, and kind good old aunts j 

When time comes round, a Chriftmas-box they bear, 

And one day makes them rich for all the year* 1 *<* 

^ Had 
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Had I the precepts of a Father learn'd ? '" - 

Perhapslthen the coach- man's fare had carn'd. 

For leffer boys can drive 5 I thirfty iftand 

And ; fee the double flaggon charge their hand ? 1 fq 

See them puff off the froth, and gulp amain^ 

L Whilc with dry tongue I lick my lips in vain. 

While thus he fervent prays, the heaving tide' a ~ 

In widen'd circles beats on either fide 5 : - 

The Goddefs rofe amid the inmoft round, ips 

With wither'd turnip tops her temples crown'd > ' 

Low reached her dripping trefies, lank, and black 

As the fmppth jet, or glofly raven's back 5 

Around her ' waift a circling eel was t win'd ? 

.Which bound her robe that hung in rags behind. 

Now beck'ning to the boy 5 fhe thus begun, • 201 

Thy prayers are granted 5 weep no more, my fon' : 

(Go thrive. At fome frequented corner ftand, 

This brufh I give thee, grafp it in thy hand, ' 

Temper the foot within >this vafe of oil, 205 

And let the little tripod aid thy toil j 

On this methinks I fee the walking crew 

At thy requeft fiipport the miry (hoc, 

The 



The- foot grows blackthat was wfth dirt irnorown'd,' 

And in thy pocket jingling halfpence found. J a 10 

The Goddefc plunges fwift beneath the flood, 

And dafhcs all around her fhow'rs of mud : 

The youth' ftrait chofe his poft j the labour ply'd 

Where branching ftreets ftom'Ch'aring^cfo/s divide / 

His treble voice^efoundsalong the Meuje t zi'i 

And White-hall 'echoes— Cte&nyom 'Honour's floes. 

Likethe fweet ballad, this amufing lay ' "* v ' 

T66 long detains* the walker on' his way j - •''-'*' ^ 

While he attends, newdahgers round hirri : throng 5 * 

"Bfe bufy city asks inrtru&ive foiig; • 220 

• Where elevated o'er the gaping' croud, 

Cltfp'd in the board the perjur d 1 Head' is bow'cfc ■ ' 

Betimes retreat 5 here, thick^as hailftdries, pour ' 

Turnips, and half-hatch'd eggs, (a mingled fhow'r) 

Among the rabble rairv: Some random throw 

' - . , ...... 

May with the trkklingyolk thy cheek o'erftow. '22 j 

.Though expedition bids, yet never ftray 
Where no rang'd pofts defend the rugged way- 
Here laden carts with thundering waggons meet, 

Wheels claih with wheels, and bar the narrow ftreet j 

""■ : : 7" * * • The 
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The lafhing whip refounds, the horfcsftrain, 231 
^nd blood in anguifh burfts the fwelling vein* 
O barb'rous men, your cruel breaft^ afiiiagc^ 
Why vent ye on the gen'rous deed your rage i \ « 
Does not his fcrvice earn your daily bread ) zj 5; 
Your wives, your children, by his labours fed! r 
If, as the Samim taught, the foul xevives, 
And* fhifting feats, in other bodies lives * . 
Severe fhall be the brutal coachman's change, 
Doom* d in a hackney horfe the town to range : 249 
Carmen, transformed, the groaning load (hall draw, 
Whom other tyrants with the lafh fhall awe. 

Who would of Watlingflreet the dangers (hare, 
When the broad pavement of Cheapjide is near ? 
Or who * that rugged ftreet would traverfe o'er, 24$ 
That ftretches, 6 Fleet-ditch, from thy black (horc 
To the TowYs moated walls ) Here fteams afcend * 
That, in mix'd fumes, the wrinkled riofe offend.- 
Where chandlers cauldrons boil $ where fifhy prey 
Hide the wet ftall, long abfent from the fea j 250 
And where the cleaver chops the heifer's fpoil, 
And where huge hoglheads fweat with trainy oil, 

* Tbamesftreet. Thy 



Thy breathing noftril hold j but how (hall I 
Pais, where in piles * Cornavian cheefes lie $ 
Cheefe, that the table's doling rites denies, %%% 
And bids me with th' unwilling chaplain rife, 

O bear me to the paths of fair Tall- maU, . , 
Safe are thy pavements, grateful is thy fmelll ., 
At diftance rolls along the gilded coach, 
Nor fturdy carmen on thy walks encroach j 269 
No lets would bar thy ways were chairs deny'd, 
The foft fuppojts of lazinefs and pride; 
Shops breathe perfumes, thro' ftfoes ribbons glow^ 
The mutijal arms of ladies, and the beau. 
Yet (till ev'n here, when rains the paffage hide^ 26$ 
Ok the loofe ftone fpirts u$ a muddy tide 
Beneath thy carelefi foot * and from on high, 
Where mafons mount the ladder, fragments fly j , 
Moj$ar, and crumbled lime in fhow'rs defcend, 
And o'er thy head deftru&ive tiles impend. , 270 
: Aij fojnctimes let me leave the noify road& ( 
4**d filent wandpr in the clofe abodes 
v • • • 

*ChelbheantientlfficaIkJ. 

Where 
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Where wheels ne'er fliake the ground $ thef e pen%fe 

- '.■,•!.•,,..■.:•.-.'. •■.-.:.■:!'; :■« v; ' ,- ^r.-I 
ftray, 

in'ftudious thought,' the long uncrouded wayV JI •' 

Here I remark ^ each^walker's difff ent face; - ; : : ifi 

And in their look their' various bils^efs trace'. 4 XJ 

The broker herefm T^acibus^eavfer wears;- f> ' A "'\ 

Upon his brow lit : jeaioufies aricf Cares j :j * * 

'^ent on fome mortgage { to avoid reproach) ^ 

He feeks bye ftreets, and faves th' e'xpetifive coacfi.' * 

Soft, at low doors," old letchers tap their cafe, '•£& 

for fair reclufe, who travels 'Dturj-ianh * 

Here roams uricomb ; d the lavifti rake, to fhun ' { ^ 

ttis Pleetjlreet ^draper's evetlafting dun* 

Careful oWervers;- ftudious of the town, ; ! 48 J 

Shun the misfortunes that difgrace'the clownT' l 

Untempted> they contemn the jugler's feats, " •' 

PaYs ; by thcMeufe, riortry the *thimble's cheats •' • I 

Wiien drays bound high,- they never crofi behinaj- 

Where bubbling yeft' is blown : by'gufts of wmfcfapo 

And when up Ludgate*hill huge «arts move flow, 

Par from the ftraining fteeds fecurely go, 

* A Cheat cmmmlj fraitiid i» the free*, -with three tbbtbki 
and a link ball. Whofe 
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Whofedafhing hoofs behind them fling the mire, 
And mark with muddy blots the gazing Tquire. 
The Tarthian thus his javlin backward throws, a 9$ 
And as he flies infefte purfuing foes* 

The thoughtlcis wits (hall ftequent forfeits pay, 
Who 'gainfl: the centry's box difcharge their tea. 
Do thou fomc court, or fecret corner fcek, 
Nor flufti with fhame the palling virgin's cheek. 3 Q0> 

Yet let me not defcend to trivial fong, 

Nor vulgar circumflance my verfe prolong j 

Why fhould Iteach the maid when torrents pour 

Her head to flicker from the fudden fliow'r ? 

Nature will beft her ready hand inform, joj 

With her fpread petticoat tafence the ftorm. 

Does not each Walker know the warning fign* 

When wifps of ftraw depend upon the twine 

Crofsthcciofeftreetj that then the paver's art 

Renews the ways deny'd to coach and cart i 310 

Who knbws not that the coachman lafhing by 

Oft with his flourifli cuts the heedlefs eye 5 

Arid when he takes his ftand, to wait a fare, 

His horfes foreheads fhun the winter's air I 

C Not 
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Npr will I roam when fummer's fultry rays 315 

Parch the dry ground, atfd fprcad with duft the ways j 

With whirlihg gufts the rapid atoms rife, 

Smoke o'er the pavement, and invoice the skies. 

Winter my theme confines > whofe nitry wind 

Shall cruft the flabby mire, and kennels bind $ 320 

She bids the (how defcend in flaky (heets, 

And in her hoary mantle clothe the ftreets. 

Let not the vifgin tread. thefe flipp'ry roads, 

The gathering fleece the hollow patten, leads 9 

. But if thy footfteps Aide with clotted frofty 3*5 

Strike off. the breaking balls againft the poflr. 

On filent wheel the palling coaches roll 3 t 

Oft look behind, and ward the threat'ning pole. j 

In hardened orbs the fchool-boy moulds the fhow* 

To mark the coachman with a dextrous throw. 3 3 q j 

Why do ye, boys, the kennel's furface fpread, 1 

To tempt with faithlels pafs the matron's tread > 

How can ye laugh to fee the damfel fpura, 

Sink in your frauds, and her green flocking mourji i 

At White's the harnefs'd chairman idly ftands, 3 35 

And fwings around his waift his tingling hands : 

The I 
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The fempftrefs fpeecU to 'Change with f ed-tipf nofe j 
The Belgian ftdvc beneath her footftool glows j 
In half-whipt muflin needles ufelefs lie, 
And fhuttle-cocks acroft the counter fly* 34$ 

^Thefe fpcttts warm harmlefs 5 why then will ye prove* 
Deluded maids, the dang'rous flame of love ? 

Where Cavent-garderis famous temple ftands> 
That boafts the work 6f J&nes* immortal hands j 
Columns ^ ith plain magnificence appear, 3 4 1 

And gracrful porches lead along thd fquare : 4 

Here oft my courfe I bend, whenio ! front fa* 
I fpy the furies of the foot-ball war : 
The 'prentice quits his fhop to join the drew^ 
Encreafing crouds the flying game purfue. 3 5 <3 

Thus, as you roll the ball o'er fnowy ground, 
The gath 'ring globe augments with ev'ry round. 
But whither (hall I run > the throng draw* high, 
The ball now skims the ftreet> now foars on high i 
The ctatt'rous glazier ftrorig returns the bound, 3 5 J 
And jiinglifig fafhes on the pent-houfe found. 

O roving Mufe, recall that wond'f dus year^ 
When winter reign'd in bleak Britamtias air 5 
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When hoary Thames, with feoicd ozicrs crown'ct 

Was three long moons in tey fetters bound. • 3 tfo 

The waterroan, forlorn along the fiiore, 

Penfive reclines upon his ufeiefs oaiv 

Sees harnefs'd fteeds defert the ftony town, 

And wander roads unftabte, not their own i 

Wheels o *« the harden'd'watecs fmoothty glide, %6$ 

And rafe with whiten'd ttacfc the flipp ry tide. 

Here the fat cook piles high ths biasing firfe 

* And fsajce the fpk can turn the fteer eyu^ • 

Booths fudden hide the Thames y. long ftreet$ appear^ 

And num'roua games proclaim the crouded fair. 3 70 

So when a genial bids the martial train n 

Spread their encampment o'er the fpacious plain j 

Thick-rifmg tents a canvas, city build* 

And the loud dice refound thro' all the fieldC ; 

„ Twas here the matron found a doleful fate : s 7$ 

Let elegiac lay the woe relate, " i| 

Soft as the breath of diftant flutes, at hours . . | 

When iUentev'ning clofesupthe flow'rs* .-•,.'..'*. 

Lulling as falling water's hollow noifc; ■ ,,- ; 

Indulging grief, VktThilomeUs voice .'.;i. iU> 

'Dell 
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©aSTeVi? day had walk'd thcfe treach'fous roads ; '' 
, Her neck grew warpt-berteath autumnal loads 
£f Various -fruit $ flie now a basket bore, 
That head* alas ! fhall basket bear no more. 
Each booth file frequent paft, inqucftofgain, 385 
And boys with pleafure heard her (hrilling ftrain, 
Ah 'Doll ! all mortals muftrefign their^ breath, 
And induftry it jfelf fubmit to death ! 
The cracking cryftal yields, fhc finks, (he dies, 
Her head, cfcopt Off, from her loft fhouldep flies 5390 
Pippins flje cry'd, but death her voice confounds, 
And pip-pip-pip along the ice refbunds. 
So whelf the Thrdrian furies Orpheus tore, 
And left his bleeding trunk deform'd with gore, 
His fever'd head floats down the filver tide, 395 
His yet warm tongue for his loft confort cry'd } 
Eiftydice with quiv'ring voice he mourn'd, 
And Hebet'% banks Eurydice return'd. 

But now the weftern gale the flood unbinds, 
And black'ning clouds move on with warmer winds, 
The wooden town its frail foundation leaves, 40 1 
And Thames' folium rollsdownhteplenteous waves* 

C 1 From A 
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From ev'ry penthoufe ftreams the fleeting fnpw, 
And wirh diflblving froft the pavements flow,. 

Experienced men, ijiur'd to city ways, ^o$ 

Jtfeed not the KMendar to count their days. 
When thro* the town with flow and folemn air. 
Led by the npftril, walks the muzzled be zx ; 
Behind him moves majeftically dull, 
The pride of Hockley -hole, the furly bull i 410 
Learn hence the periods pf the week to name, 
Mondays and Tburfdays are the days of gam? ? 
When fiftiy ftalls with double ftore are laid $ 
The golden- belly 'd carp, the brpad-finfi'd maid, 
p.ed-fpeckkd trppts, the faimon's filver joul, 4jj 
The jointpd lobfter, and unfealy foale, 

And lufcious Tcallops, to allure th^ taftes 

Of rigid zealots to delicious fafts 5 

fVednefdays and Fridays you 11 pbferve from he $ce, 
. Days,whcn our fires were doom'd to abftinence. 429 
WJien dirty waters from balconies drop, 

And dext'rous damfels twirle the fprinkling mop, 

And cleanfe the fpatter'd fafh, and fcrub thfcftairs i 

JKnpw Saturday's cpnclufiv? mojrn appears. 

Succefliyc 
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Succeffive crys the fcafons change declare, 425 
And mark the monthly progrefs of the year. 
Hark, how the ftrcets with treble voices ring, 
To fell the bounteous produA of the fpring ! 
Sweet-fmeliiag flow'rs, and elder's early bud, 
With nettle's tender (hoots, to cleanfe the blood : 4 j o 
And when June's thunder cools the fultry skies, 
Ev'n Sundays arfc-prophan'd by mackrel &ies. 

Wallnuts the fruit'rer's hand, in autumn, ftain, 
Blue plumbs and juicy pears augment his gain; 
Next oranges the longing boys entice, 43$ 

To truft their copper fortunes to the dice. 

When rofemary, and bays the Poet's crown, 

Are bawl'd, in frequent cries, thro* all the town, 

Then judge the feftivai of Chriftmas near, 

Chrifimasy the joyou6 period of the year. 440 

Now with bright holly all your temples ftrow, 

With laurel green, and facred mifletoe. 

Now, heav'n-born Charity, thy bleffingsfhcdj 

JUd meagre Want uprear her fickly head : 

Bid fhiv'ring limbs be warm $ let plenty's bowl 44 S 

In humble roofs make glad the needy foul. 

C 4 $«e, 
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Sec, fee, the heav'n-bom maid he* bleflings ihed j 
to! meagre Want uprcars her fickly head* 
Cloath'd are the naked, md the needy glad, 
While felfiflj Avarice alone is fad. 450 

Proytd poaches pafs regardlefs of the moan 
Of infent orphan?, and the widow's groan 1 
While Charity ftill moves the walker's mind, 
His lib'ral f urfe relieves the lame and blind. 
Judicioufly thy half-pence are beftow'd, ■ 455 
jWhere the laborious beggar fweeps the road: 
Whate'er you give, give ever at demand, 
Nor lgt oldrage long ftrctch his palfy'd hand. 
Thofe who give late are importunU each day, 
!And ftill are teazd becaufe they ftill delay. 40* 
If e'er the mifer durft bis. farthings fparc. 
He thinly spreads themthio' the publick fqnarc, 
Where, ail befide the rait rang'd beggars Jie, 
And from each other catch the doleful cry ; 
With heavn, for two-pence, cheaply wipes his fcorc, 
Lifts up his eyes, andhaftea to beggar more* ±66 

Where the brafs knocker wrapt in flannel band, 
forbids th£ thiander of the footman's hand 1 



Th* upholder, rueful harbinger &t death. 
Waits with impatience for the dying breath j 470J 
As vultures, o'er a camp, with hov'ring flight, 
Snuff up the future carnage of the fight. 
Here can'ft thou paft, unmindful of a pray'r, 
That hear'n in mercy may thy toother fpare * 

Come, jF***fincere, experiene'd friend, 475 
Thy briefs, thy deeds, and ev'n thy fees fufpend j 
Come let us leave the Temple's ftlerit walls, 
Me bus'nefc to my diftant lodging calls: 
Thro* the long Strand together let us ftray : 4 to 
With thee convening, I forget the way. 
Behold that narrow ftrcet which fteep defcends* 
Whofe building to the flimy (hore extehds j 
Here Arundel s fem'd ftru&ure rear'd its frame, 
The ftreet alone retains an empty name : . 485 
Where Titian's glowing paint the canvas warm'd, 
And Raphaels feir defign, with judgment, charm'd, 
Now hangs the bdl-mans fang, and patted here 
The, colour d prims of Overton appear* 
m Where ftatues br?ath'd, the work of Thidids' hands, 

l - ^ wooden pump, or lonely watch-houfe ftands. 490 

* f There 
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There Efferf ftately pile adorti'd the fhorc, 
There Cecil's, Bedford's, Fillers 9 , now no more. 
Yet Burlington's fair palace ftill, remains 5 
Beauty within, without proportion reigns. 
Beneath his eye. declining art revives, 49.5 . 

The wall with animated pi&ure lives 5 
There Hendel&ixkcs the firings, the melting ftrain 
Tranfports the foul, and thrills thro' ev ry vein 5 
There oft I enter ( but with cleaner ftioes) 
Tor Burlington's belov'd by ev'ry Mufe. 500. 

t Q ye aflbciate talkers, O my friends, 
Upon your ftate what happinefs attends! 
Wha{, tho* no coach to frequent vifit rolls, 
Nor for your (hilling chairmen fling, their poles ; 
Yet ftill your nerves rheumatic paina defy, 50* 

Nor lazy jaundice dulls your, faffron eye * 

* 

No wafting cough difcharges founds of death, 

Nor wheezing afthma heaves in vain for breath i 

Nor from your reftlefs couch is heard the groan 

Of burning gout, or fedentary ftonc. 5 to 

Let others in the jolting coach confide, 

Or in the leaky boat the Thames divide i 

Or, 
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Or, box'd within the chair, contemn the ftreet, 

And truft their fafcty to another's feet, 

Still lej: me walk j for oft the fudden gale 5*5' 

Jtufflcs the tide, and fhifts the dang'rous fail j 

I Then fhall the paffenger too late deplore 

jhe whelmiflg billow, and the ftithlefs oar j 

The drunken phairman hi the kennel fpurns, 

The glafles flutters, and his charge overturns. 5 20 

Who pan recount the coach's various harms, 

The legs disjointed, and the broken arms? 

I've feen a beau, in fome ill-fated hour; 

When o'er the ftones choak'd kennels fwell the fliow'r, 

In gilded chariof lolU he wifh difdaip 525 

Views fpatter'd paflengers all drench'd in rain j 

With mud fiird high the rumbling cart draws, near, 

\, Now rule thy praijcii^g ftceds, lac'd charioteer ! . 

The diift-man lafhes on with fpiteful rage, 

His ponderous fpokes thy painted wheel engage, 530 

Crufh'd is thy pride, down falls the fhrieking beau, 

The flabby pavement cryftal fragments ftrow, 

Black floods of mire th' embroider'd coat difgracc, 

f And iqiud enwraps the honours of his face* 

/ So 
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So when dread Jove the fon of IPfa&us hurl'd, 5 j j 
Scarr'd with dark thunder, to the nether world ; 
The headftrong courfers tore the filver reins, 
And the fun's beamy ruin gilds the plains. 

If the pale walker pant with wcakning ills; 
His fickly hand is ftor'd with friendly bills : 5 40 
From hence he learns the fevertth-born doctor's fame, 
Erom hence he learns the cheapeft tailor's name. 

Shall the large mutton fmokeupon your boards > 
Such, Newgate's copious market beft affords. 
Wouldflrthou with mighty beef augment thy meal ? 
Seek Leaden-hall j St. James's fends thee veal. 546 
Thamesjireet gives cheefes ; Covent-garden fruits j 
Moor fields old books 5 and Monmouthftreet old fuits. 
Hence mayft thou well fupply the wants of life, 
Support thy family, and clothe thy wife. 5 5& 

Volumes on (hclter'd ftalls expanded lie, 

And various feience lures the learned eye 5 
i. 

The bending fhelves with ponderous fcholiaifts groan, 

And deep divines to modern (hops unknown : 

Here, like the bee, that on induftrious wing SSS 

Collc&s the various odours of the fpring, 

Walkers, 
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Walfcen, atteuure, ■. learning's fibw'rs may fpoil, 
Not watch the wafting of the midnight oil, 
May m««alsih9tChfi«nitP^4f^sta)ttcr'dpagc, ,: 

A: mildew'd Bacon ouSt4gyrd*.&&. J*» 

'y Hcrcfirant'nhg -prentices o'er Qtvxay weep, 

Q'aCoMgreue fmilc, or oyer© **-* flccp $ ? 

Pleas'd fempftrdfostheZflrte fam'd /?<#* unfold,. ~ 

And* Squirts read GtfrfA, 'till apozernsgrow cold. 

• Q Lintot, let my labours obvious lie, 56* 

1 Rang'd on thy ftjitt, for cv'ry curious eye } 

So (hall the poor thcfcprccepts gratis know, ' . 

And to my verfc their future fafeties owe. 
What- walker fhatlhis mean ambition fix 
On thefalfe taiftre of- a coach and fix* $70 

Let the vain virgin, lur'd by glaring fhow, 
k Sigh for the UVries of th' embroider'd beau. 
See yon bright chariot on its, braces fwing, 
With Flanders mar^s, and on an arched fpring ; 
That wretch to gaii| an. qquipag^ and place, 575 



* 



Betray'd his fitter to a* -fewd embrace. 



* The name of an Apothecary's boy, in the Poem of the Difpenfery.; 

This 
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Thi? coach that with the blazon'd 'fcutchcon glows, 
Vain of his unknown race, the coxcomb (hows* 
Here the brib'd lawyer, funk in velvet, deeps* 
The ftarving orphan, as he paflfes, weeps $ 5*6 
There flames a fool, begirt with tinfelTd (laves, 
Who waftes the wealth of a whole race of knaves. 
That other, with a cluftring train behind, 
Owes his new honours to a fordid mind. 
This next in court-fidelity excels, , $*s 

The publick rifles, and his country fells. 
May the proud chariot never be my fete* 
If purchased at fo mean, fo dear a rate ; 
O rather give me fweet content on foot, 
Wrapt in my virtue, and a good Surttmt ! $?* 
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BOOK III. 

Of walking the Streets by Night. 

/**\ Trivia Goddefs, leave thefe low abodes, 

^-^ And traverfc o'er the wide ethereal roads 5 

Celeftial Queen, put on thy robes of light, 

Now Cynthia nam'd, fair regent of the night. 

At fight of thee the villain (heaths his fword, 5 • 

Nor fcales the wall, to fteal the wealthy hoard. 

O may thy filver lamp from heav'ns high bow'r 

Direft my footfteps in the midnight hour! 

When night firft bids the twinkling ftars appear, 

Or with her cloudy veft inwraps the air, 10 

Then fwarms the bufy ftreet ; with caution tread, 

Where the {hop-windows falling threat thy head j 

Now lab'rers home return, and join their ftrength. 

To bear the tott'ring plank, or ladder's length; 

StUi 
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Still fix thy eyes intent upon the throng, 1 5 

And as the pafles open, wind along. 

Where the fair columns of St. Clement ftand, 
Whqfe ftraiten'd bounds encroaqh upon the Strand* 
Where the low penthoufe bows the walker's head, 
And the rough pavement wounds the yielding tread 5 
Where not a poft ptoteds theiiarrow ipacc, 2 1 

And $rung * n twines, combs dangle in thy face 5 
„\ Summon at once thy courage, rouzc thy care, 

- Stand firm, lookback, befrefolute, beware. 

\ : •••••• 

Forth iffying frop* ftccp lanes, the collier sfteeds 25 

• Drag t the blade Ipad y anothercart fucceeds> 

Team: follows team, crouds heap'd on crouds appear, 1 

And^w^k impatient, 'till the road grow clear. 

Now aill thepavem^nt Ibuntf? with trampling fect^ 

And the! mixt hurry barricades; the ftreet. 30 J 

Entangled here, the waggon's lengthened team 

Cracks the tough harnefs 5 here a pond'rous beam 

Lies oVer-turn'd athwart ; for (laughter fed 

Here lowing bullocks raife their horned head. 

Now oaths grow loud,, with coaches coaches jar, 35 

And the fmart blow provokes the fturdy war j 
: 1 From 
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From the high box they whirl rhc thong around, 
And with, the twining lafli their flans, jlefijund : 
Xhek jragg fenneius,more dang'rous wounds they try, 
And the Wood gnfhes down their painful eye. 49 
And jfoow ottioot the frowning warriors light* 
And with their pood'rous fifts renew the fight j 
Blow ahfwers blow, their cheeks are fbwar'd with 

blood, 
Till, down they fall, rind grappling roll in mud. 
So when two boars, in wild * Ttene bred, 4$ 

Or on JVeftpbaltfs fattening cheftnuts fed, 
Gnafh thei*4harp tusks, and rous'd with equal fire, 1 
Dilpute the reign of fome luxurious mire $ 
In the black flood they wallow o'er and o'er, 
Till their, afm'd jaws diftil with foam and gore. 50 

Where the mob gathers, fwiftly fhoot along, 
Nor idly mingle in the noify throng : ' • j 
Lur'd by the filver hilt, amid the fwarm,; 1 

The fubtil artift will thy fide difarm. 
Nor is thy flaxen wig with fafety worn j * \y 

High on the fhoulder, in a basket born 
* New Foreft m Hampfliire, «***/«»//>' fi eaUed. 

T> Lurks 
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Lurks the fly boy j whofe hand to rapine bred, ; 
Plucks off the curling honours of thy head. 
Here dives the skulking thief with practfs'd flelght, 
And unfelt fingers make thy pocket light/ <«> 

Where's now thy watch, with all its trinkets, flown i 
And thy late fnuff-box is no more thy own, ' 

iut lo ! his-bolder theft fbrrie tradefman fpies; 
Swift from his prey the fcudding lurcher flies j 
Dexit'rous he Tcapes the. coach with nimble bounds, 
jWhilft ev'ry honcft tongue flop thief refbunds'., €6 
So fpeedsihe wily fox, alarm'd by fear, 
Who lately 'filch'd the turkey's callow care s 
Hounds following hounds grow louder as he flies, 
And injur'd tenants join the hunter's cries.' 70 

r 3reathlefi he ftumbling falls : Ill-fated boy ! 
Why did not ltonefc work thy youth employ ? 
Sciz'd by rough hands, he's dragg'd amid the rout, 
And ftretch'd beneath the pump's inceflant fpout : 
Or plung'd in miry ponds, he gafping lies, 7$ 

T -Mud chokes his mouth, and plaifters o'er his eyes* 

Let not the ballad-finger's fhrilling ftrain 

. Amid the fwarm thy lift'ning ear detain : 

Guard 
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Guard well thy pocket j for thefe Syr mi ftafcd 

T\> aid the labours of th£ diving hand } ; V 8<$ 

ConfecWate in the cheat, they draw the throng, | 

And cambrick handkerchiefe reward the fong. \ 

But foon as coach or cart drives rattling on, 

The rabble part, in fhoatf they backward run. 

So Jove's loud bolts the mingled war divide, Z £ 

And Greece and Troy retreat on either fide. 

If the rude throng pour on with furious pace* 

And hap to break thee from a friend's embrace, 

Stop fhptt s new: ftrugglc thro' the croud in vain,' 

But watch with careful eye the paffing train* , p£ 

Yet I (perhaps too fond) if chance the tide 

Tumultuous bear my partner from my fide,, 

Impatient venture back 5 defpifing harm,, 

I force my paflage where the thidkeft fwarta J. 

Thus his loft bride the Trojan fought in vain 95 s 

Through night,and arms,and flamcs,and hills of flairi. 

Thus Nifus wander'd o'er the pathlefs grove, 

To find the brave companion of his love, 

The pathleis grove in vain he wanders o'er: 

Euryalus, alas I is now no more* 106 

D v " * that 
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That talker, wborcgardldS o£ hi*: pace, ' 
Turns oft to pore upon tte damfei'sface. 
From fide, to fide by thhifting elbows toft, 
Shall Alike his aking breaft againft the poft $ 
Or watery dtfktii front fifhy&atls, ihaii Aairi %o$ 
His tupkft coat with fpifes *>f fcaly raiflu 
fat if r uixwarify he chance; to flray 
Where jE&irling tarnftifcs intefcept the way> 
The thwarting paffengcr fliall force them round, 
And beat -the wretch half breathlefs tothe ground, no 

Let : coniftant vigilance thy footfteps guide, f 

£Ajid wary circumfpedion gaard thy fides 

Then fhiit thou walk unhamid the dang'rous nighty 

Nor ngeid th'officious 1&nk4>6y's finoaky ligkt. 

Thou never wilt, attempt to crofs the road, 115 

i 
Where ale*houfe benches reft the porter's load, \ | 

<kievous toheedlefs fhins 5 no barrow's wheel, ' * ■ 
.That bruifes oft the truant fchool-boy's heel, 
Behind thee soiling with initdious pace, 
Shall mark thy/ftocking with a miry trace. ii& 
Let not thy vcht'rous *kps approach -too nigh, | 

Sphere gaping wide, 'low ftcepy cellars Ik s \ 
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If thy ftioc wrench afide, down, down yon fall, 
And overturn the fcolding huckftef $ ftali i 
The fcolding huckfter fhall not o'er thee moan, i a* 
But pence exaft for nuts and pears o'erthrown. 

Tho' you thro' cleanlier alleys wind by day, 
To fliun the hurries of the publick way, 
Yet ne'er to thofe dark paths by night retire j 
Mind only fafety, and contemn the mire. 130 

Then no impervious courts thy hafte detain, 
Nor mecring ale-wives bid thee turn again. 

Where Lincoln' s-Inn's wide fpace is rail'd around, 

Crofs not with vent'rous ftep j there oft is found : 

The lurking thief, who while the day-light fhone, 1 3 f 

Made the walls echo with his begging tone : 

That crutch which late compaflion mo v d fhall wound 

Thy bleeding head, and fell thee to the ground. 

Tho* thou are tempted by the link-mans call, 

Yet truft him not along the lonely wall j 140 

In the mid- way he J U quench the flaming brand, 

And {hare the booty with the pilfring band. 

Still keep the publick ftretts, where oily rays 

Shot from the cryftal lamp, o'erfpread the ways. 

-Dj Happy * 
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Hz^yAugufta! lawdefcndcd town! .145 

Here no dark lanthorns fliade the villain's frpwn s 
No Spanifb jealoufics thy lanes infeft, 
Nor Romanvcrigcmcc ftabs th' unwary breaft 5 
Here tyranny ne'er lifts her purple hand, 
But liberty and juftice guard the land 5 1 jo 

No bravos here profefs the bloody trade, 
Nor is the church the murd'rer's refuge made. 

Let not the chairman, with affuming ftride, 
Prefs near the wall, and rudely thruft thy fide : 
The laws have fet him bounds 5 his fervile feet 155 
Shond ne'er encroach where pofts defend the ftreet. 
Yet who the footman's arrogance can quell, 
Whofe flambeau gilds the fafhes of Tall-mall, 
When in long rank a train of torches flame, 
To light the midnight vifits of the damfe ? 16© 

Others, perhaps, by happier. guidance led, 
May where the chairman refts, with fafcty tread *• 
Whene'er I pafs, their poles unfeen below, 
Make my knee tremble with the jarring blow. 

If wheels bar up the road where ftreets are croft, 1 6 5 

With gentle word* the coachman's ear accoft ; . 

He 
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He ne'er the threat, or harfh command obeys, 
But with contempt the fpattee'd (hoc furvcys. 
Now man with utmoft fortitude thy foul, 
To crofs the way where carts and coaches iroll j 1 jro 
1 ' Yet do not in thy hardy skill confide, 

Nor raflily rifque the kennel's fpacious ftridci 
Stay till afar the diftant wheel you hear, 
Like dying thunder in the breaking air j 

1 

[ Thy foot will Aide upon the miry ftone, 175 

And paffing coaches crufti thy tortur'd bone, 

j Or wheels enclofe the road $ on either hand 

I Pent round with perils, in the raidft you ftand, 

And call for aid in vain 5 the coachman fwears, 

And car-men drive, unmindful of thy prayers. 1 80 

Where wilt thou turn i ah! whither wilt thou fly i 

On eV'ry fide the preffing fppkes are nigh. 

So iailors, while Carybdis gulph they fhun, 

Amaz'd,, on Scyllds craggy dangers run. 

Be fure obferve where brown Oftrea ftands, 1 85 

Who boafts her (heHy ware from fFntljket fands i 

There mayft thou pafs, with fafe unmiry feet, 

Where the rais'd pavement leads athwart the ftreet. 

D + K * 
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You chance to loam ; where oyfier-tubs in rows 190 

Are rang'd befide the pofts j there ftay thy haftc, 

And with the fav'ry fifli ; indulge; thy tafte : 

Thedamfel> knife the gaping fltfll commands* 

While the fait liquor ftreams-bjetween her hands. 

The irian. had fare a palate cover'd o'er 191 

With brafs or fteel, that on the rocky Ihore * 

Eiift broke the oozy oyfter's pearly coat, 

And rifqu'd the living morfel down his throat. 

What will not lux'ry tafte? Earth, fca, and air - 

Are daily, ranfack'd for. the bjul of fare. . aoo 

Blood ftuff-d in skins is Britifh chriftian's food, 

And France robs marfhes of the croaking brood j 

Spungy morells in ftrong ragoufts are found, 

And in- the foupe the flimy ; fnaU is drown'd. 

When from high fpouts the daftung torrents fall, 

Eyer be watchful to maintain, the wall j io§ 

Eor fhouldlt thou quit thy ground, the ruining throng 

Will with impetuous fury drive along; 

AH prefs to gain thofe honours thou -haft loft. 

And rudely ftiQve thee far without the poft. 2 1.6 

Then 
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Then to retrieve the fhed yon ftrive in vain, 

Draggled all o'er, and foak'd in floods of rain. 

Yet* rather bear the fhow'r, and.tcyj? x>f mud, 

Than in the doabtful quarrel rifque thy blood. 

O think on OEdipus* detefted ftate, 215 

And by his woes be warn'd to Ihun thy fate. 

Where three roads join'd he, met his fire unknown $ 

(Unhappy fire, but more unhappy foh!) 

JJach ckum'd the way, their fwords the ftrife decide, 

The hoary monarch fell, he groan'd and dy'd ! zzo 

Hence fprung the fatal plague that thin'd thy reign, 

Thy curfed inceft L and thy children flain I 

Hence wert thou doom'd in endlefs night to ftray 

Thro' Theban ftreets^ and chcerlefs grope thy way. 

Contemplate, mortal, on thy fleeting years j 2 2 s 

Sec with black, train the funeral pomp appears ! 

Whether feme heir attend* in fable ftate, 

, And mourns with outward grief a parent's fate * 

Or the fair virgin, nipt in beauty's bloom, 

A croud of lovers follow to her tomb- 230 

Why is the herfe with Tcutcheons blazon'd round, 

And with the nodding plum? of Oftrich crown'd .> 

No : 
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No : The dead know it not, nor profit gain * 
It only ferves to prove the living vain. N 
How Jfhort is life ! how frail is human truft ! 255^ 
Is all this pomp for laying duft to duft ? 

Where the nail'd hoop defends the painted ftall, 
Brufli not thy fweeping sk^rt too near the wall % 
Thy heedlefs fleeve will drink the colour'd oiI> 
And fpot indelible thy pocket foil. 240 

Has not wife nature fining the legs and feet 
With firmeft nerves, defign'd to walk the ftreet i 
Has (he not given us hands, to grope aright, 
Amidft the frequent dangers of the night I 
And think'ftthou not the double noftril meant, 245 
To warn from oily woes by previous fcent ? 
* Who can the various city frauds recite, 
With all the petty rapines of the night ? 
Who now the Guinea-dropper's bait regards, 
Trick'd by the (harper's dice, or juggler's cards > 250 
Why (hould I warn thee ne'er to join the fray, 
• Where the fham quarrel interrupts the way i 

* Various cheats formcrlj in prattice. 

Lives 
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Lives there inthefe our days fo foft a clown, 
Brav*d by the bully's oaths, or threat'ning frown ? 
1 need not ftrift enjoin the pocket's care, 25$ 

When from the crouded play you lead the fair f 
Who has not here, or watch, or muff-box loft, 
Qt handkerchiefs that India's fhuttle boaftr 

O ! may thy virtue guard thee thro' the roads 
Of < Drurf% mazy courts, and dark abodes, 2<Jo 
The harlot's guileful paths, who nightly ftand, 
Where Katherinefireet defcends into the Strand. 
Say, vagrant Mufe, their wiles and fubtil arts, 
To lure the Grangers unfufpe&ing hearts » 
So (hall our youth on healthful finews tread, 265 
And city cheeks grow warm with rural red. 

Tis fhe who nightly (trolls with faunt'ring pace, 
No ftubborn (lays her yielding Chape embrace 5 
Beneath the lamp her taudry ribbons glare, 
The new-fcour'd mariteau, and the flattern air j 270 
High-draggled petticoats her travels (how, 
And hollow cheeks with artful blufhesglow; 
With flatt'ring founds fhe fooths the cred'lous ear, 
My noble captain ! charmer! love! mydc.ar! 
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In riding-hood near tavern doors fhe plies, zy$ 
Or muffled pinners hide her livid eyes. 
With empty bandbox fh? delights to range, 
And feigns a diftant errand* from the "Change ; 
Nay, {he will oft the Quaker's hood profane, ' 

And trudge demure the rounds of Drury-lane. 280 

She darts from farfnet ambufh wily leers, 

« 

Twitches thy fleeve, or with familiar airs 

Her fan will pat thy cheek 5 thefe fnares difdain, 

Nor gaze behind thee, when (he turns again. 

I knew a yeoman, who for thirft of gain, %%% 

To the. great city drove from 'Devon's plain 

His ntfm'rous lowing herd ; his herds heTold, 

And his deep leathern pocket bagg'd with gold 3 - 

Drawn by a fraudful nymph, he gaz'd, he figh'd; 

Unmindful of his home, arid diftant bride, 290 

She leads the willing viftim to his doom, 

Through winding alleys to her cobweb room. 

Thence thro' theftreethe reels from poft to poft, 

Valiant with wine, nor knows histreafure loft. 

The vasrant wretch tlvaflcmbled watchmen fpies,2£ 5 

He waves his hanger, and their poles defies ? 

Deep 
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Dfcep in the Round-houfe pent, all night he fnores, 
And tht next morn in vain his fate deplores. 

Ah haplefs fwain, unus'd to pains and ills ! 
Canft thou forego roaft beef for naufeous pills * 300 
How wilt thou lift to Heav'n thy eyes and hands, 
When the long fcroll the furgcon's fees demands ! . 
Or elfe (ye Gods avert that worfl: difgrace) 
Thy ruind nofe falls level with thy face 3 
Theft flxali thy wife thy loathfome kifs difdain, 305 
Atul wbolefome neighbours from thy mug refrain. 

Yet-there are watchmen, who with friendly light 

. Will teach thy reeling fteps to tread aright 5 

For fixpence will fupport thy helplefs arm, 

And homecondu&thee,fafe from nightly harm j 3 10 

$ttt if they fhake their lanthorns, from afar 

To call their brethren to confederate war 

-When rakes reiift their power 5 if haplefs you 

Should chance to wander with the fcow'ring crew 5 

Tho' fortune yield thee captive, ne'er defpair, 3 1 j 

But feek the conftable's confid'rate ear j 

He will reverfe the watchman's harfh decree, 

Mov'd by the rhet'ri^k of a filver fee. 

Thus 
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Thus would you gain fome fav rite courtier's word $ 
Fee not the petty darks,, but bribe my Lord. 320 

Now is the time that rakes their revels keep j 
Kindlers of riot, enemies of deep. 
His fcatter'd pence the flying * Nicket flings, 
And with the copper fhow'r the cafement rings. 
Who has not heard the Scowrer's midnight fame * j 2 5 
Who has not trembled at the Mohock's name ► 
Was there a watchman took his hourly rounds, . 
Safe from their blows, or new-invented wounds!- 
I pafs their defp'rate deeds, and mifchiefs done - 
Where from Snow-hillblzck fteepy torrents run j 3 30 
How matrons, hoop'd within the hogfhead's woitob, 
Were tumbled furious thence, the rolling tomb 
O'er the ftones thunders, bounds from fide to fide* 
So Regains to fave his country dy'd.- 

Where a dim gleam the paly lanthorn throws 335 
O'er the mid pavement, heapy rubbifli grows $ 
Or arched vaults their gaping jaws extend, 
Or the dark caves to common fewcrs defcend< 

* Gentlemen^ <wbo delighted to break window with halfpence. 

Oft 
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Oft by the winds extinft the fignal lies, 
Or fmother'd in the glimmering fockct dies 340 
E'er night has half roll'd round her ebon throne $ 
In the wide gulph the fhatter'd coach overthrown 
Sinks with the fnortihg fteeds 5 the reins are broke, 
And from the crackling axle flies the fpoke. 
So when fam'd Eddyft one's far*fhooting ray, ' 345 
That led the failor thro' the ftormy way, 
Was from its rocky roots by billows torn, 
And the high turret in the whirlwind born, 
Fleets bulg'd their fides againft the craggy land, 
And pitchy ruins blacken'd all theftrand. 350 

Who then thro' night would hire the harnefs'd 
fteed, 
And who would choofe the rattling wheel for fpeed i 

But hark ! diftrefs with fcreaming voice draws 

nigh'r, 

And wakes the flumb'ring ftreet with cries of fire. 

At firft a glowihg red enwraps the skies, • 355 

And born by winds the featuring fparks arife 5 

From beam to beam the fierce contagion fpreads s 

The fpiry flames now lift aloft their heads, 

rThro' 
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Thro' the burft faftfa blazing deluge pours, 
And fplitting tiles defcend in rattling fho-w'rs. 3 So 
Now with -thick crouds th' cnlighten'd pavement 
fwarms, '::•.' 

The fire-man fweats beneath his crooked arms, - ; 
A leathern cafque his vent'roas head defends, . .". r: ; . 
Boldly he clings wtere thickeft finoke afcepdsi c 
Mov'd by the mother's ftreaming eye§ and pi ay'«> 'i 
The helplefs infant through the flame he beats, $66 
With .bo lefs virtue, than through Jioftile ftfc 
The "par dan hero bore his ag$d fire- 
See forceful.engines fppat their levell'd fia?eaa?6 ? 
To quench the bla&e that runs; along thebeajttS'j 
The grappling hook plucks rafters from the walls, 3 7 1 
And heaps on heaps the ftnoaky jiiin falls. 
Blown by ftrong winds the fiery tempeft roars, . 
Bears down new walls, and pours along the floors; 
TheHeav'ns are all a-blaze, the face of night .375 
Js cover'd with a fanguine dreadful light : 
Twa$ foch a light invtflv'd thy tow'rs, O Row, >' 
The dire pKjtgjb of mighty Ca/ar's doom, 

'1 When 



Whcft *he fun veU'd.in ruftfcis wounjing head, 
And $Jgfttf0lfW4i3»£9 the flkiw o\tf(prc*d. lift 
Hark^jttedrw»,chw<tae*| for; yc crouds, retire v 
Behold { ;tbe ftadfimtteh fe tjpt*ith fire, 
The nitjjptfJ/ftttieS^iIiid, the tommy Iraki . 

Flames. .Mbe& !w«pth*w*Us s with fallen found') S $ 
The fhatter'd piU fink* on the Sueak? ground. T 
So whsOitJv.yws ftiaU ;h«vc rtvolv'dthc date, ! 

Ho; %pUf9wMili<*ii5flttU widitstoindersfbake, ' 
And heave and to& upon the &lph rou$ lake ; joo 
Earth's womb it ados -the fiery flood Jhall rend, 
And in & *by6 her pkkogisig towto dcicend, . . \ 

.CttOfuta* «lMk*> wfot frtigat* Tve known, 
The *oife> : -the oc4i* of the wjmty town * 
What riots feen, what buttling crouds I bor'd, 395 
How oft I crofs'd where carts and coaches f oar'd $ 
Vet (hall I blefs my labours, if mankind 
Their future tfafcty •ixom my dangers find. 
Thus the bold traveller, (inur'd toatoil, 



•Whofe ftcps have printed Ajia's defert foil, 400 
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The/ barb'roias Arabs Haunt i or foiv'ring <k)ft- ' ' • ' 
Dark Grtenl&i* mountains of eternal froft; 
Whom providence in length of years reftores 
To the wift'd harbour of his native ihores; ) 
Sets fordi his journals to the ptfblick view, : ' ; 405 
To caution, by his woes, the wantfring crew. - • 
. And now compicat my "gch'fous labours lie, 
Tiniftvd, and ripe for immortality. . 
Death AalL entomb in duft this mould'ring frame, 
But never reach th' eternal part, my fattie. 410 
^heri JF+fanA'G *'*, mighty names, arc, dead j 
Or. but at Chelfa under cuftards read j '■* '■<- - • ■ ■ 
When Critkks crazy bandhoies repair, ■- ■■ 
And Tragedies, turn'd sockets, bounce' m air j 1 < 41 4 
pigh-rais'donF^//?r^poft*, confign'dtbfttftc 1 , 
, This work (hall mine, and walkers blefi my name*- -' 
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